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cret hand turning those wheels and springs; be it in-
ternal, external, or infernal, I leave it as I find it;
only I think, as I thought before, my judgment dic-
tates to me, that the Devil is not in the plot, that he
had no hand in it, at least not at first; what he may
have done since, I know nothing of yet, and I do
not see how I shall, at least not till I have made
further inquiry.

In looking into this absurdity, which so many men
of parts, and who scorn absurdities in other things,
are pleased to come into, I cannot but observe how
busy they are ; how many arts and tricks truly ma-
gical, do they find out, to reason themselves into the
belief of that horrid inconsistency! What subter-
fuges do they fly to, what arguments, weak as they
are, do they use; and how do they cleave and cling
about them, loading every word that can be offered
against them with innumerable cavils, and with the
most apparent sophistry!

One sort will have a God of one kind, one of
another. The sceptic forms the notion of a God in
his mind, but strips him of all his governing power,
divests him of knowledge and wisdom, holiness and
justice, and all those glorious attributes for which he
is worthy to be adored, and which make him justly
the object of our homage, and of our affection too.

The deist strips him of the very constituting part
of the Deity, and brings him down to a level with
our reasoning; divesting him of all governing, pro-
tecting and preserving providence, and particularly
of all resentment against the vilest offences; robbing
him of the power of rewards and punishments, and
making him so good, so kind and gracious, that they
do not leave him room to be just, or allow him any
resentment, let the cases be what they will.

The atheist outgoes them all; and not able indeed
to reconcile their notions to common sense, much
less to reason himself into their opinions, audaciously